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Curtis Stevens vs. James De La Rosa Added to  

Kovalev vs. Ward "Pound For Pound"  

HBO Pay-Per-View® Televised Undercard 

 

Saturday, November 19 from the T-Mobile Arena 

Presented Live by HBO Pay-Per-View
® 

 

Las Vegas, NV:       The Kovalev vs. Ward "Pound for Pound" HBO Pay-Per-View telecast on 
November 19 from T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas, Nev. will now include the 10-round middleweight 
showdown between Curtis "The Cerebral Assassin" Stevens (28-5, 21 KOs) and James "The King" 
De La Rosa (23-4, 13 KOs).   

 

Stevens fought earlier this year on the Canelo-Khan HBO Pay-Per-View telecast and scored a 
spectacular second-round upset knockout of then-undefeated Brazilian Patrick Teixeira. When 
asked about the upgrade to the televised card Curtis replied, "I know it is Kovalev-Ward but now it 
is Kovalev-Ward-Stevens. Time to show out!" 

 

De La Rosa was in a similar situation when he defeated former title contender Alfredo Angulo on 
the undercard of Mayweather-Maidana. He said, "Déjà vu all over again. The same thing happened 
when I fought Angulo. I am happy to fight on the PPV telecast. I need this win so I'll leave it all in 
the ring come November 19." 

 

Main Events' CEO Kathy Duva added, "After we announced Curtis would be fighting on the 
untelevised portion of the Kovalev-Ward PPV card, we heard from a lot of fans asking that the 
fight be moved to TV so they could see Curtis. What the fans want, the fans get!" 
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Stevens, 31, of Brownsville, Brooklyn returned to the ring this past May 7 and stopped previously 
undefeated Brazilian prospect Patrick Teixeira in the second round on the HBO Pay-Per-View® 
undercard of Canelo-Khan. The victory over Teixeira catapulted Stevens back into the ranking of 
all four sanctioning bodies, including Top 10 ratings in both the IBF and WBC. He is hoping to 
continue that momentum and secure another shot at the middleweight title. 

 

De La Rosa, 28, is originally from Mexico but now resides in San Benito, Texas. His most recent 
win was a unanimous decision upset over former title contender Alfredo Angulo on the undercard 
of Mayweather-Maidana. De La Rosa has suffered two back-to-back losses since his win over 
Angulo but both have come at the hands of two previously undefeated prospects in Hugo Centeno 
Jr. and Jason Quigley. Commonly, fighters in his position would prefer a tune-up to get back on a 
winning track but, in this case, De La Rosa opted out of that easy route and decided to test 
himself against another former title contender in Stevens. 

  

Kovalev vs. Ward "Pound For Pound", a 12-round mega-fight for the WBO/IBF/WBA Light 

Heavyweight World Titles, takes place Saturday, Nov. 19, at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas, Nev. 

The event will be produced and distributed live by HBO Pay-Per-View beginning at 9:00 p.m. 

ET/6:00 p.m. PT. "Pound for Pound" is presented by Main Events, Roc Nation Sports, Krusher 

Promotions and Andre Ward Promotions and is sponsored by MGM Grand Hotel & Casino, Rosneft 

and Corona Extra.  Tickets are on sale now at AXS.com and the T-Mobile Arena Box Office.  
 

Follow the conversation using #KovalevWard. FOLLOW US:  

  

 

  
  

 
 

www.kovalboxer.com @KrusherKovalev @SergeyKovalev_Official /thekrusher /kovalboxer 

www.andresogward.com @AndreWard @AndreSogWard /AndreSogWard   

www.mainevents.com @Main_Events @Main_Events /MainEventsBoxing /MEBoxingSeries 

www.throneboxing.com @RocNation @RocNation /RocNation /RocNation 

www.insidehboboxing.com @HBOboxing @HBOboxing /HBOboxing /HBOsports 

www.mgmgrand.com @MGMGrand @MGMGrand /MGMGrand   

www.t-mobilearena.com @TMobileArena @TMobileArena /TMobileArena   
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MEDIA CONTACTS: 
 

Main Events: Ellen Haley, ehaley@mainevents.com, 973-903-6715 
HBO:  Patrick Bryne, patrick.byrne@hbo.com, 212-512-1361 
Roc Nation Sports: Lauren Menache, lauren@berkcommunications.com, 212-889-0440 
MGM:  Scott Ghertner, sghertner@mgmresorts.com,  702-692-6750 
MGM:  Katharine Sherrer, ksherrer@mgmresorts.com, 702-692-6724 
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